Bone and joint infection after traumatic implantation of Scedosporium prolificans treated with voriconazole and surgery.
Scedosporium prolificans is an environmental mould that may cause local infection in bone and joints after traumatic implantation, or generalized infection in immunocompromised patients. The fungus is highly drug resistant, both in vitro and in vivo. We present a case of osteomyelitis and arthritis caused by S. prolificans in a 9-y-old boy whose knee had been punctured by a hawthorn spike. Treatment with different drugs was difficult and arthrodesis was necessary. Concomitantly, voriconazole was given, and after three months bone biopsies were sterile despite a high in vitro MIC-value of the fungus against voriconazole. Reversible skin depigmentation and fingernail oncholysis appeared toward the end of 17 months of voriconazole treatment. Twelve months after discontinuation of treatment, no signs of relapse were detected. Voriconazole may be a valuable adjunct to surgical treatment of bone and joint infection by Scedosporium prolificans.